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Headquarters

Louisiana Wing Civil Air Patrol

United States Air Force Auxiliary

4514 Blanche Noyes Ave.
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

30 September 2010
MEMORANDUM FOR: All LA Wing Members

FROM: LA Wing Information Technology

SUBJECT: How to View New SPOT Tracker Aircraft Location Reports
Louisiana Wing recently acquired and deployed SPOT Tracker GPS location-reporting devices for each LA Wing aircraft. These SPOT Trackers, when properly utilized by aircrews, will allow anyone with Internet access to view continuous location reports from aircraft in flight. These location reports will be sent automatically to a central facility every 10 minutes while the SPOT Trackers are in use.

The LA Wing Staff believes that the situational awareness benefits are numerous, including the ability of Flight Release Officers to confirm that an aircraft has departed and is on pace to reach its destination as planned, and particularly in allowing incident command staff to track the locations of multiple CAP aircraft during SAREXs and REDCAPs.

We have made provisions for all CAP members in LA Wing to be able to view the location reports for all aircraft in the Wing for the last 7 days. The location reports for each individual aircraft may be viewed separately, or a master track with all LA Wing aircraft location reports is available if needed. An unlimited number of CAP members may view each set of location reports all at the same time.
Here are the simple instructions for viewing the location reports:

1. Using any standard Web Browser (Internet Explorer, Firefox, Safari, Chrome) on an Internet-connected computer, navigate to the LA Wing Website: http://lawgcap.org
2. From the menu on the left select FLIGHT OPERATIONS
3. In the center of the Flight Operations page click the large bold link named: *NEW* Aircraft Tracking – SPOT Maps of Aircraft Location Reports
4. On the SPOT Tracking page there is a single link near the top to Display Map with ALL LA Wing Aircraft Positions for the last 7 days

5. Below that is a section with individual links to display a tracking map for each individual LA Wing aircraft.

6. Any of the Display Map links will open a new page that links to the SPOT Tracker service. You may scroll the displayed map and zoom in and out as required.

7. If you receive a message that there are No Messages Found then there are no position reports for that aircraft within the last 7 days.

There are two primary benefits of this new initiative: 1) The ability to monitor individual aircraft flights to improve situational awareness and safety, and 2) The ability to cohesively manage and coordinate multiple CAP aircraft during training exercises and real world missions.

If you have any questions about these new capabilities or procedures, please contact 1st Lt Jerry Wolf at jjwolf2@suddenlink.net or 1st Lt Thomas Hamilton at thomashamilton@lawgcap.org.
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