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First Flight Society plans Civil Air Patrol salute
MAXWELL AIR FORCE BASE, Ala. – The First Flight Society, the organization that helped establish the Wright Brothers National Memorial in 1927, is celebrating National Aviation Day with a salute to Civil Air Patrol that includes dedication of one of the 14 stainless steel pylons on The Monument to a Century of Flight to the U.S. Air Force auxiliary.

The society’s daylong salute on Aug. 19 (Orville Wright’s birthday) begins with a special exhibit honoring CAP in the Wright Brothers National Memorial’s Centennial Pavilion Auditorium and adjacent open areas at the memorial, located in Kill Devil Hills in Dare County on North Carolina’s Outer Banks. Aircraft displays and flyovers are also planned.

“It seems fitting that the Civil Air Patrol is recognized and honored in Dare County because of its long active presence in our history,” said First Flight Society President Alvah Ward. He referred to the CAP task of anti-submarine patrol during World War II, and its members who have continued to be on the front line with many services to their communities since those early beginnings. “One of the pylons representing the CAP will stand proudly and permanently to recognize this outstanding aviation organization,” he said.
From 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., exhibit visitors will learn more about the key missions of CAP search and rescue and disaster relief operations as well as aerospace education and youth development. The exhibit will be manned by CAP personnel throughout the day’s events.
The pylon dedication is scheduled from 2 to 3 p.m., with Friends of the Monument conducting a formal ceremony in support of the First Flight Society salute to CAP. The pylons, wing-foil shaped and arranged in an orbital pattern, represent aviation entities and individuals. 

Joining dignitaries at the ceremony will be CAP’s national commander, Maj. Gen. Amy S. Courter. Former CAP National Commander Maj. Gen. Dwight H. Wheless, who lives in North Carolina, will also attend along with other national CAP officers. A North Carolina Wing cadet color guard will participate in the ceremony.

The public as well as all current and former CAP members are encouraged to attend. The monument is located in Kitty Hawk, N.C., adjacent to the Aycock Brown Visitors Center at Milepost 1 on the U.S. 158 Bypass.

“The exhibit salutes Civil Air Patrol members’ service to America for nearly seven decades,” said Courter. “Our 60,000 members’ selfless service annually touches the lives of thousands of citizens through emergency services, disaster relief, homeland security, cadet programs and aerospace education. They are most deserving of this honor.”
Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a nonprofit organization with more than 60,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue Coordination Center and has been credited by the AFRCC with saving 100 lives so far in fiscal year 2010. Its volunteers also perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors to the more than 24,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has been performing missions for America for 68 years. Visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com for more information on CAP.






